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CONGREGATION SHA’AR ZAHAV 
290 Dolores Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-2262 W 


Congregational Softball 


Game and Picnic 


CSZ is pleased to announce a softball game 
and picnic on Sunday, June 22 from noon 
until 3 pm at Julius Kahn field, located on 
Pacific Ave. and Spruce Sts. (at the 
Presidio Wall) in Presidio Heights. 
Everyone of all ages and abilities or non- 
abilities (especially) are welcome! 


Bring your mitt, a picnic lunch... maybe a 
few band-aids. Please RSVP to Melanie 
Kushnir in the CSZ office by June 15, so 
we can ensure enough enthusiastic CSZ 
players for both teams! 


Sha’‘ar Zahav and the Bay 
Area Jewish Healing Center 


pe 
“Azkarah: A Yizkor 
(memorial) Service of 


Healing” 


Wednesday, June 11 
6-8 pm 


Remembering helps us heal. So do com- 
munity, hope and prayer. The Bay Area 
Jewish Healing Center invites you to 
Azkarah: A Yizkor (memorial) Service of 
Healing at CSZ on Wednesday, June 11. 


6 pm - an informal discussion of our losses 
7 pm - service 


Join with other Jews who are seeking com- 
fort, hope and healing who are searching for 
a place to grieve and to honor their losses. 


This Azkarah service is co-sponsored by 
Congregations Sha'ar Zahav, Sherith Israel 
and Emanu-El, the Hebrew Free Loan 
Association, Northern California Board of 
Rabbis and Sinai Memorial Chapel of San 
Francisco. 


For more information or to have the name 
of a loved one read, please call Bay Area 
Jewish Healing Center (415/750-4197 or 
jewishhealing@mzhf.org). 
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Shiru L’Adonai Shir Hadash 
wIn pw oo pw 


Sing to God a new song 
(Psalms 96:1) 
by Rabbi Angel 


At Sha’ar Zahav, we engage in worship in 
myriad ways. We sing congregational 
melodies and experiment in free-style 
chanting. We listen to meditative music or 
an inspiring choral piece. We use nigguns 


to take our spirits to places that words can- 
not go. The variety of expression helps us 
to find our own way into the liturgical 
experience. 


I am developing a way to increase the num- 
ber of musical Shabbat services, to create 
services that capture our hearts, souls and 
kishkes, and to increase the level of partic- 


continued on page 5 


Celebrate 25 Years of CSZ 


Join us on June 21 as we celebrate with 
pride 25 years of being a major force in the 
re-shaping of modern Jewish understand- 
ing. Tickets are on sale now at 
www.shaarzahav.org or by calling CSZ’s 
office. We have planned an evening of 
music, food and dancing. Come and play 
with us on this first night of summer and 
kick-off Pride week. You should have 
already received your invitation in the mail, 
so don’t delay. Black tie is encouraged but 


Pride Events 


Bring your friends, family and out-of-town 
guests to our Welcome Reception and Pride 
services on Friday, June 27. Celebrate 25 
years of Pride with our congregation. 
Services will be co-led by Rabbi Angel and 
Joe Hample. Don’t miss the fantastic live 
music featuring “Naked Voices” (musical trio 
of Steve Weitz, Kipp Leyser and Jonathan 
Funk). Stay after services for our special 
oneg treats and schmoozing with friends. 


On Sunday join us in the Pride Parade. This 
year, CSZ is planning on a large contingent 
of members. Don’t miss out! We will meet 
at the parade line-up at 11 am. For more 
information or to volunteer for more Pride- 
related events, contact Alison Gilbert (x 
#316 or agilbert@shaarzahav.com). 


not required. As always, no one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. 


Help us make this a magical experience for 
all, just by bringing with you your simcha 
(joy) as we celebrate our silver anniversary. 


Details: Saturday, June 21, 7:30 pm 
600 The Embarcadero (@Brannan) 
Delancey St. Town Hall 

$50 per person 


Have great ideas for fun ice breakers? Want 
to help out and schmooze before Pride 
Shabbat? Come and be a part of this fabu- 
lous weekend! 


We are looking for volunteers to help 
organize and set up the Welcome 
Reception. Contact Marianne Balin for 
more information (Mbalin@ aol.com). 


CSZ Pride Events 
Friday, June 27 


Welcome Reception 6:30 pm 
Pride Shabbat Service 7:30 pm 
Sunday, June 29 

Pride Parade _—11 am line up to march 


Whata long way we have come! 


1977 

The year when: 

¢ Anita Bryant began 
her nationwide 
antigay crusade. 


The first official 
visit of 14 lesbian 
and gay activists to 
the White House 
where they met 
with Presidential Liaison to Minority 
Communities Midge Costanza. 


Harvey Milk was elected to the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors as the 
first openly gay supervisor. 


¢ Gay literature began to flourish and gay 
and lesbian bookstores burgeon into 
community centers. 


Reverend Ellen Barrett was ordained as 
an Episcopal priest, becoming the first 
open lesbian to be ordained by a major 
religious denomination. 


The U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear 
appeals by two Washington State public 
school teachers who were fired because 
of their homosexuality. 


The IRS dropped a rule that required gay 
charitable groups to publicly state that 
homosexuality is “a sickness, disturbance 
or a diseased pathology” before they 
would be eligible for tax-exempt status. 


Gay and lesbian communities understood 
the necessity to create coalitions of resist- 
ance against the religious right.* 


Daniel Chesir and a handful of friends 
started a synagogue, a place they could be 
gay and Jewish together. 


What a long way we have come! 


The Torah tells us that after the Biblical 
Israelites brought the first fruits of the har- 
vest to the Temple, one further obligation 
remained: to tell their story, to recount their 
personal odyssey from slavery and degra- 
dation to freedom and dignity. Thus did our 
people use insights from the past as inspi- 
ration for their future. 


This month, on June 21, we honor the 25th 
anniversary of our magnificent congrega- 
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tion as we celebrate with a gala party. We 
have so many accomplishments to cele- 
brate that one night hardly seems adequate. 
Let us take pause. 


Sha’ar Zahav makes a difference in the 
lives of its members and in the larger com- 
munity of which we are a part. CSZ is very 
much a caring and concerned community, 
serving a multitude of needs with our mem- 
bership and in the community at large. We 
are ever dedicated to making a real differ- 
ence in the lives of those who need our lov- 
ing hearts and outstretched hands. As 
demonstrated during our Scholar-in- 
Residence weekend with Rabbi Benay 
Lappe, we are also committed to develop- 
ing our own Torah. The number of Sha’ar 
Zahavnicks who have gone on to rabbinic 
school are a testament to our role in chang- 
ing the style and inclusivity of rabbinic 
teaching. And our socially conscious 
teenagers will continue this proud tradition 
of activism for generations to come. 


I hope everyone will come and celebrate 
our accomplishments as we recognize this 
significant milestone. I hope everyone will 
help us continue to dream and shape and 
create the next 25 years. In this time of his- 
toric celebration and rededication, I am 
proud to be your rabbi. May our collective 
future honor the legacy of our memorable 
past. May we continue to be a blessing to 
those we are privileged to serve. 


*(These historic highlights have been 
culled from the Long Road to Freedom: 
The Advocate History of the Gay and 
Lesbian Movement, edited by Mark 
Thompson, St. Martin’s Press, 1994). 


Join Team CSZ at this year's 
AIDS Walk San Francisco! 


Sunday, July 20 at Golden Gate Park 


Join this year’s Team CSZ at AIDS Walk 
San Francisco! AIDS Walk proceeds bene- 
fit the San Francisco AIDS Foundation and 
dozens of other organizations providing 
essential services to those most in need and 
at risk throughout the Bay Area. Team CSZ 
participants will take on the challenge of 
raising funds for AIDS Walk by asking 
friends, family members, co-workers and 
neighbors to sponsor them for each of the 
ten kilometers they will be walking. 


If you would like to participate, please 
contact Melanie Kushnir at 415/861-6932 
ext. 305 or mkushnir@shaarzahav.org. 
When you RSVP, you will receive dona- 
tion forms and registration materials. Let’s 
make this year’s Team CSZ the largest yet! 


New Members 


The Membership Committee is pleased to 
announce that our congregation gained the 
following new members this month. A 
warm welcome to the most recent person 
to join our family: 


Kipp Leyser 
Andrew Ramer 


We are grateful to see our congregation 
grow. It is up to all of us to help our new 
members feel welcome as they become 
active participants in our community. 


Sha'ar Zahav 
Gift Shop 


For All Things 
Judaic 


Matzah 
Covers 


Seder Plates 
Tallit 
Kippot 


Candlesticks 
Mezzuzot 


Jewelry 


Kiddush 
Cups 


Gift Certificates available 


PAX 


Open Fridays, 6:45-7:20 pm 
or by appointment. 
Call 861-6932 


Pirate Vatselin @ 


Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Friday, June 6, 6:15 pm 


Commune, eat, sing and celebrate Shabbat 
with CSZ families and stay for Friday 
night services. Families with children of all 
ages are encouraged to come. Dinner is 
vegetarian potluck — please bring a dish to 
share. No RSVP required. Be a part of the 
ruach (spirit) of our community and invite 
friends and family to join you. Shabbat 
Shalom! 


Baby Chavurah 


Sunday, June 8, 10 am to noon 


Bring those under-twos out to play, sing 
and commune with like-minded babes and 
their parents. Join us for potluck brunch, 
playtime and socializing at the home of 
Felicia Park-Rogers, Rachel Timoner and 
Benji. See your weekly email for direc- 
tions. Please bring your baby and a vege- 
tarian dish to pass. Older siblings are wel- 
come, as are nonmembers. Baby Chavurah 
meets the second Sunday of each month. 


Tot Shabbat 


Saturday, June 28, 10:30 am to noon 


Come celebrate Pride Shabbat with your 
tot. Bring your 2-5 year olds for singing, 
prayer, storytelling, crafts and Jewish fam- 
ily fun with Sandra Menachem, Early 
Childhood Education Specialist. 


Younger siblings and nonmembers are 
welcome. Tot Shabbat meets the last 
Saturday of the month. 


CULLUM & SENA 


AUT MiG RUN Bayan) 


Ae LAY 


Divorce, Child Custody & 
Support 


Cohabitation Agreements 
Wills and Living Trusts 


Property Agreements 
and Disputes 


FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTION 


Fox Plaza 

1390 Market Street 
Suite 818 

San Francisco 
415-863-5300 
415-863-8596 fax 
CullumSena@aol.com 
*Certified Family Law Specialist 


Same Gender Parenting 
Agreements and Disputes 


Serving the community 
for over 15 years 


SO tates 


Thanks for your support! 


Kadimah and Children’s Programming is 
made possible by a great many contribu- 
tors. Thank you to our financial contribu- 
tors: The Bureau of Jewish Education of 
San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and 
Sonoma Counties, Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
and the many contributors to the 
Children’s Education Fund. Thank you to 
our organizing body, the Children’s 
Education Board (CEB). Thank you to our 
incredible staff and our wonderful 
madrichim (youth teaching assistants). 
Thank you to our member volunteers, 
especially Andrea Guerra. And thank you 
to our parents and students who routinely 
work together to make our on-going study 
and celebration of Judaism possible. 


The Summer Life of 
Kadimah 


Kadimah doesn’t just hang out at the ocean 
and play at the park all summer long. The 
work of Kadimah continues throughout the 
foggy days of summer. Summertime is 
when we evaluate our programs and our 
curriculum, revising and developing new 
initiatives. It’s a time for ordering text- 
books and supplies, updating and sending 
out registration materials, hiring new staff, 
and planning for High Holidays and the 
beginning of the school year. It’s also a 
great time for checking in about the partic- 
ular needs of your child or sharing your 
great ideas for the coming year. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact Sue anytime dur- 
ing the summer months. Before you know 
it, fall will be here again. 


Shabbat Batya 


Celebrate our long-time member 
Batya Kalis 
on the occasion of her 80th birthday 


at a special oneg on Friday, July 11. 
For more information or 
to help with the event, 
contact Lonnie Weiss 
(415/255-1641 or i.weiss@attbi.com). 


Contact Sue Bojdak, Director of 
Family and Children’s Education 
(415/861-6932 x 302 or 


educator@ shaarzahav.org) 
for more information about any 
of these programs. 


The Jewish 
Gaily Forward 


June 2003 
Volume 26, Issue 10 


The Jewish Gaily Forward is published 11 times 
a year (monthly with a combined July-August issue) 
by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores St., San 
Francsico, CA 94103, 415/861-6932. Email: 
office@ shaarzahav.org. Permission to reprint with 
attribution is hereby granted. 

Members of the congregation receive the 
Forward as part of their membership. Nonmembers 
can receive a Forward subscription for $36/year. 

Note that articles reflect the opinions of their 
author and not necessarily those of the congregation 
or its committees. 


Members of the Newsletter Committee: 
¢ Chair and Editorial Coordinator 
Karen Schiller 

¢ Editing/proofreading/layout: 

Judith Cohen, Julie Hansen, Marjorie Hilsenrad, 
Rose Katz, Batya Kalis, Lisa Szer 

° Advertising: 

Roslyn Fuerman (510/526-1209 or 
froslyn@earthlink.net) 

¢ Design and layout: 

Dale Murphy 

Nuts-n-Bolts Graphics 
dalejim@pacbell.net 

¢ Printing: Genesis Printing & Graphics 
¢ Distribution: Mail It Right 


Display ads are $15 per column inch with discounts 
available for frequency. Ads should be camera 
ready; any ads that require typesetting, camera 
and/or artwork will be subject to a one-time produc- 
tion charge. 

Classified ads are $5 for up to 20 words, plus $1 for 
each additional 10 words. 

Payment must accompany ads and should be sent to 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores St., San 
Francisco, CA 94103, marked: Attention Forward 


Advertising. We reserve the right to reject any ad. 
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ra 
era by Susan Lubeck 
Rebuilding Together: 
Kudos to Lele and Rachel 
Field 


Lele and Rachel have organized Sha’ar 
Zahav’s participation in this event for the 
second year in a row. The experience of 
renovating, improving and rebuilding a 
community-service facility or the home of 
a low-income San Franciscan continues to 
be one of our most successful social action 
opportunities of the year. Organizing it is 
quite a logistical feat. Thank you, Rachel 
and Lele! 


Social Action Connection 


Weekly Opportunity to Serve 


Have you ever walked past a homeless per- 
son who was asking for money? Whether 
you gave money or not, have you ever con- 
sidered what you could possibly do to help, 
in light of all the complex forces that pro- 
duce homelessness? The answer is: a lot. 
One concrete thing is to come and meet 
some of your homeless neighbors in a live- 
ly and welcoming setting, where the partic- 
ipants are treated as individuals and not as 
objects. It’s easy to participate. You’ll find 
welcoming friends. Arrive any time from 4 
to 9 pm on Wednesday at Most Holy 
Redeemer Church in the Castro. Contact 


Craig Persiko (415/621-6981 or craig@red- 
cottage.com). 


We are also looking for someone who 
would like to attend regularly, arrive early, 
and be our on-site CSZ greeter. If you’re 
interested, let us know. 


Date Change: A meeting to 


preparea retrospective on 25 
years of LGBT activism 


This event was scheduled for June 4, but is 
now part of the Congregational Advance in 
October. Stay tuned for details. To help 
with conceptualization or planning, contact 
AJ Turpen (415/437-6869 or ajs- 
parkles@mac.com). 


Rebuilding Together: Tired Bodies and Smiling Faces 


April 27 was a big day for the staff, volunteers and clients of The 
Recreational Center for the Handicapped. It was also a big day, 
and a long one, for the team of Sha’ar Zahavniks who came out to 
RCH’s facilities near Lake Merced to participate in Rebuilding 
Together Workday 2003: a one-day (sometimes two) repair and 
improvement whirlwind. Rebuilding Together Workday is an 
annual phenomenon across the county and a social action tradition 
at CSZ. This year, CSZ partnered with Brandeis Hillel Day School 
and Jewish Family and Children’s Services to form a coalition of 
more than 100 volunteers who joined more than 3,000 volunteers 
in San Francisco and more than 257,000 volunteers in 864 cities 
nationally. They worked to help low-income homeowners and 
nonprofit organizations make much-needed repairs. 


Our project at RCH was a blessing, because it gave us a chance to 
offer direct support for the unique and important services that the 
agency provides. It was one of the largest to be undertaken in San 
Francisco this year and involved an ambitious amount of plan- 
ning. By the end of the day, we had prepped surfaces and applied 
almost 50 gallons of paint to the interior of two large buildings, 


installed an outdoor railing stabilized by concrete posts, painted a 
mural, applied non-stick treads to several walkway, and removed 
countless bags of garden debris. 


The physical impact of the day on the RCH’s facilities was impos- 
sible not to see. What is less obvious but perhaps more important 
is the subtle difference that the work will make in the lives of the 
clients who use the facilities everyday. RCH staff were grateful 
for the assistance of people willing to donate their time. At least 
100 Jews came together for an act of tikkun olam. 


HRC Dinner 


Join me and CSZ friends at the HRC Dinner July 26 
Tony Harris - Table Captain 
tony_harris@stanfordalumni.org or 552-1882 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


GOLDSTEIN, GELLMAN, MELBOSTAD, GIBSON, & HARRIS LLP 


LEGAL HELP? Contact David Gellman 


ESTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL ESTATE — LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE —PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000, San Francisco 94109-5494 
Phone: 415-673-5600 -- Email: DGellman@g3mh.com 
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Have you wondered who, if anyone, is “in charge” of Judaism? 
Reform Rabbi Tel Falcon wrote a nice little article about that ques- 
tion, and the Jewish Tool Kit shares it with you this month (with a 
few little edits she thought were necessary). Rabbi Falcon writes: 


Judaism has no Pope, no patriarch and no committee to hand 
down decisions through an accepted hierarchy to all Jews. And 
yet, Judaism does have a very large body of rules and laws, and 
they’re not all thousands of years old. Who makes these rules? 
Traditional Jews say that the answer to every question is hidden in 
the Torah, and study and scholarship is required to extract it. With 
that in mind, Jewish law is based almost entirely on over 2000 
years of rabbinic interpretation and reinterpretation of Torah, 
beginning with the many arguments codified in the Mishna and 
Gemarrah (which together make up the Talmud). A relatively 
recent work, the seventeenth-century Shulchan Aruch (the 
“Arranged Table’’) distilled these arguments into legal decisions 
and is still the basis for many authoritative judgments. 


Today, individual rabbis make religious decisions for the commu- 
nity based on all these texts and their own interpretations. Laws 
have evolved slowly and organically, with decisions, in the form 
of published she’elot v’tshuvot (questions and answers) making 
their way around the international Jewish community and either 
being accepted in other locales or not. You may have heard that 
“chief rabbis,” in places that have chosen to establish a religious 
bureaucratic structure, sometimes announce legal decisions. But 
even then it is still up to the community to agree or not. Chief rab- 
bis may serve as spokespersons for their individual communities, 
but there is no one who is a spokesperson for all Jewry. 


Shiru L’Adonai 


From the Jewish Toolkit 
Whos In Charge of Judaism? 


In some charedi (ultra-orthodox) sects, authority is vested in a 
rebbe, a rabbinical leader who carries authority for that particular 
sect. This is probably the only instance in Judaism today where a 
single person has binding authority in religious (and sometimes 
even civil) matters — but even here, it is only because the com- 
munity has chosen to create such a system for itself. The Reform 
and Conservative movements have official rabbinic organizations 
through which decisions are often made. These decisions are not 
necessarily enforceable among lay members of the Reform and 
Conservative movements, but they do generally set the guidelines 
under which their rabbis perform their duties. 


The Jewish Tool Kit notes that she is also not “in charge” of 
Judaism (having chosen a career in education instead of politics). 
But if anyone nominates her for the job, she might consider it. 


Comments about the Jewish Tool Kit can be sent to 


JewishToolKit@attglobal.net. 


Rabbi Angel's 
Recommended Readings 


Blu Greenberg, On Women and Judaism: A View from Tradition. 
Jewish Publication Society. 

Gunther Plaut, Teshuvot for the Nineties: Reform Judaism's 
Answers for Today’s Dilemmas. Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. 

Rabbi Dr. Moshe Zemer, Evolving Halakhah: A Progressive 
Approach to Traditional Jewish Law. Jewish Lights Publishing. 


please be in contact with me and/or our Ritual Chair, Howard 


continued from page 1 

ipation in service leading. This initiative will tap into the congre- 
gation’s innate musical talent. I’m calling it the Sha’ar Zahav 
Kabbalat Shabbat Ensemble. 


On the third Friday of every month, Sha’ar Zahav’s gifted 
Ensemble members will help us welcome in Shabbat with song. 
Who are these gifted Sha’ar Zahavnicks? You are! 


This is a casting call to all instrumentalists, lyricists and singers to 
join in creating this Ensemble. 


Please come with your ideas and creativity to our first meeting at 
CSZ on Sunday, June | at 3 pm. Marsha Attie (who has often led 
services here, and has a growing reputation in the Bay Area) will 
conduct this meeting, and will serve as musical director for the 
Ensemble. At the meeting we will discuss time commitments, 
service format and, hopefully, make some music. 


Our first service is August 15, continuing monthly throughout the 
year. We recognize that the entire Ensemble will not be able to 
commit for the full series of third Fridays. That’s OK! We still 
want your participation! 


I am excited about this new partnership and I believe that our com- 
munity will feel uplifted and engaged. If you have ideas or concerns, 


Steiermann. My hope is that through this initiative, which will be 
supported through the generosity of the Chesir-Stein Music Fund, 
we will strengthen our congregation’s worship experience. 
Communal singing creates a sense of belonging and a commonality 
of experience. Sacred music connects us to our heritage, our history 
and K’ lal Yisrael — the Jewish people everywhere. 


JEWISH BOOKS GIFTS @ ARTS 


Your Jewish Lifestyle Store 


3042 Claremont Avenue, (510) 655-1977 
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June 2003 


Au ust Deadline : Monda une 2, 5pm 


Articles Advertising 
Please submit your articles as a Word attachment via email to: To place a display ad, contact Roslyn Fuerman (510/526-1209 or 
newsletter@shaarzahav.org. No late submissions will be accepted.  froslyn@earthlink.net). To place a classified ad, call the office. 
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Community Retreat 

3:30 pm + CSZ Kabbalat 
Shabbat Ensemble 
Meeting 
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7 pm JGF Editing 
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Shavuot 

Family Shabbat 
Dinner 

Shabbat Services 
led by Rabbi Angel 
and Howard 
Steiermann 


Shabbat Services 
led by Rabbi Angel 
and Sarita Groisser 


19 Sivan ~ 19 20 Sivan ~ 20 21 


7:30 pm Shabbat Services 


led by Daniel 
Chesir 


Pride Shabbat 


6:30 pn Welcome 


Reception 

Shabbat Services 
led by Rabbi Angel 
and Joe Hample 


Torah Study 
Shabbat Services 
led by Dev Felder 
Noily, adult b’nei 
mitzvah students 
and Rabbi Angel 


Torah Study 
Shabbat Services 
led by Rabbi 
Angel, Randy 
Weiss and Red 
Bennett 


Sivan - 21 


Torah Study 
Shabbat Services 
led by Tiela 
Chalmers 

25th Anniversary 
Party 


Sivan - 28 


Torah Study 
Shabbat Services 
led by Ora 
Prochovnick and 
Ami Zusman 


10:30 am Tot Shabbat 


April Va'ad Minutes 


Rabbi Angel delivered the d’var Torah. She suggested that we 
think of Pesach preparation in terms of “chametz” by speech: It’s 
easier to think before speaking than it is to clean up damage from 
speech. She spoke of a return to healing and wholeness in this 
time of war. She encouraged us to write to her or to a chevrutah 
partner about a place we’re stuck in, akin to Mitzraim—a narrow 
place from which we were liberated in this season. She also sug- 
gested that for our seders we think of our own “Dayenu” — 
things “I would make be enough.” 


David Gellman delivered a proposal that CSZ host the 2004 
Conference of the World Congress of GLBT Jewish Organizations. 
We approved the proposal unanimously, noting the link to our mis- 
sion, the possibility of attracting unaffiliated Jews in San Francisco, 
and the opportunity to work on community-building within CSZ. 
We would set the date for the event, possibly the week before or 
after Pride °04, or Halloween. It will require a significant volunteer 
effort, including arranging home hospitality for visitors and explor- 
ing scholarships for members’ entry fees. All are welcome to sign 
up for the planning committee. 


President Lisa Katz reported that the Leadership Advance will be 
the first weekend in August. Volunteers are invited to contact 
Arthur Slepian. The Congregational Advance will be resched- 
uled, possibly for Sukkot. It will incorporate the Art Shabbaton, 
giving us the chance to use “both sides of our brains.” 


Rabbi Angel reported that she has joined the advisory board of 
Rainbow Adult Community Housing. She concluded by observ- 
ing that it is a rich, rewarding, painful time to be a pastor. 


The revised proposed 2003-04 budget was unanimously 
approved after extensive discussion. 


Gorgeous challah covers have arrived, thanks to Jeff Forman. 


The Executive Director search is continuing. The committee, led 
by Liz Schaffer, will update the job description and publicize the 
vacancy. James Carlson has agreed to continue in the interim ED 
role. 


Anniversaries ‘i) 
Wii 
2 Beth Ross and Laura Trupin WwW 
2 Lillian Schaechner and Ellen Weissman D Bs 
2 Tamara Abrams and Carol Barnett 


7 Stephanie Godt and Ellen Novogrodsky 
10 Eric Temple and Garry Schermann 
10 Frank Yellin and Mark Showalter 
10 Steven Diller and Ira Johnson 
13. Dan Bellm and Yoel Kahn 
16 Lisa Ochs and Lea Salem 
18 Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert 
19 Dana Vinicoff and Sarah Peterson 


21 Shelley M. Samuels and Robin Dubner 
Lyssa Friedman and Daphne Stuart 
Shelley R. Adler and Nancy Showen 
Sue Bojdak and Debra Yates 

Ann Biderman and Kit Kennedy 
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* The Israel 


Committee 


Deepening our community’s connection to the people, culture, 
history and land of Israel 


It’s your Birthright: A free LGBT-focused trip to Israel, 
August 10-20 


Birthright Israel, a partnership between the people of Israel, 
local Jewish communities and leading Jewish philanthropists, 
is a program that enables young Jews to experience Israel as 
part of the long-term effort to strengthen Jewish identity, 
Jewish communities, and solidarity with Israel. It provides a 
gift of a ten-day tour of Israel for young Jewish adults between 
the ages of 18 and 26. The trip is totally free for eligible par- 
ticipants and includes roundtrip airfare, hotel, transportation, 
meals, comprehensive touring in Israel and meaningful encoun- 
ters with Israeli peers. 


The Israel Travel Advisory Service (ITAS), the official organiz- 
er for Birthright Israel, is putting together a special LGBT pro- 
gram as part of the regularly-scheduled Birthright trip on August 
10-20 (departures from NY and Los Angeles). The program 
includes all the regular visits to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and other 
major sites, as well as a comprehensive look at and interaction 
with Israel’s LGBT community, which is now an integral part of 
Israeli society. For more information visit the ITAS website at 
www.itastours.com, or contact Rami Rosen (800/326-4827 or 
ramirosen@itastours.com). We invite you to take advantage of 
this free opportunity to experience the colors, tastes and lifestyles 
of Israel. 


For more information about the Israel Committee please con- 
tact co-chairs Steve Mazer (steve@rezam.com) or Miki 
Goralsky (goralsky@access4less.net). 


Shop at the 
CSZ Gift Shop. 


It’s an easy way to make 
a contribution to our synagogue. 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco, 1501 Divisadero St. (415) 921-3636 


(925) 962-3636 


www.sinaichapel.org 


Lafayette 


Pre-need funeral arrangements available 


GENE B. KAUFMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Artists, Creativity-Mongers, 
Talented & Fabulous Staff 
and Members of CSZ 


CALL FOR 
ENTRIES 
FOR 
JURIED SHOW 


Please send slide submissions 
to 
CSZ's Premiere Art Event 


Bereshit 


Opening Sunday, September 14th. 
Juried and curated by 
Mira Waser and Andrea Guerra. 


Submission deadline is 
Wednesday, September 3. 


Address slides to: 
Bereshit 
c/o Congregation Sha'ar Zahav 
290 Delores St. 
SF, CA 94103 


PLEASE LABEL SLIDE(S) 
WITH YOUR NAME, 
AND ENCLOSE 
SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED 
ENVELOPE FOR RETURN 
OF YOUR SLIDE, AND 
PACK IN 
CARDBOARD FOR 
PROTECTION. 


Please include submission form with 
each slide. 


SUBMISSION FORM 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


PHONE 
LITLE 
MEDIUM 
SIZE 
PRICE 


25% of sale proceeds will go to CSZ, 
please price accordingly. 


Synagogue Information 


Congregation Sha'ar Zahav 


290 Dolores Street 
415/861-6932 (voice); 415/861-6081 (fax) 
office@shaarzahav.org (email) * http://www.shaarzahav.org (web) 


Committee Chairs 


CSZ Staff 


Adult Education, Ron Edelman and Joss Eldredge 
Baby Chavurah, by committee 
Bequests and Donations, open 
Bikkur Cholim, open 
Book Group, Mark Mackler 
Building and Grounds, Beth Sousa 
Bylaws, open 
Children’s Education Board, Ruthy Talansky 
Cemetery, Richard Inlander 
Dues, Tiela Chalmers, Laura Lowe, Ron Lezell 
East Bay Chavurah, Ida Kuluk and Larry Wexler 
Endowment Fund, David Stein 
Experiment in Congregational Education, 
Dan Bellm 
Finance, Gail Ludwig 
Fine Arts, Barbara Cymrot 
Fund for the Future, Laura Lowe and 


Rabbi 
Camille Shira Angel (x 301) 
¢ rabbiangel@shaarzahav.org 


Interim Executive Director 
James Carlson (x 308) 
¢ jcarlson@shaarzahav.org 


Program Director 
Melanie Kushnir (x 305) 
mkushnir@shaarzahay.org 


Director of Children’s and Family Education 
Sue Bojdak (x 302) 
* educator@shaarzahav.org 


Kadimah Head Teacher 
Phyllis Mintzer 


Administrative Assistant Richard Meyerson 
Steven Angelides (x 304) Fundraising, Arthur Slepian 
¢ steven@shaarzahav.org Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 
J ; Israel Committee, Miki Goralsky and Steve - 
Rabbi’s Assistant Naver 


Gabby Volodarsky (x 310) 


Kesher/Connection, Marianne Balin and Geri 
¢ gabby@shaarzahav.org ; 


Kahn 
Leadership Development, Paul Cohen 
Library, Bernard Schertzer 
Long-Range Planning, Arthur Slepian and 
Claudia Bernard 
Membership Outreach, Tony Harris 
Mishkan Dolores Capital Campaign, Deborah 
Udin 
Newsletter, Karen Schiller 
* newsletter@ shaarzahav.org 
Outreach, Mark Gershman and Daphne Stuart 
Past Presidents’ Council, Diana Buchbinder 
Personnel, Jeff Sherman 
Public Relations, Sharyn Saslafsky and 
Marc Wernick 
Rabbi Liaison, Ora Prochovnick 
Ritual, Howard Steiermann 
Social Action, AJ Turpin, Craig Persiko, 


Membership Assistant 
Alison Gilbert (x 316) 
¢ agilbert@shaarzahav.org 


Officers 
President, Lisa Katz 
(415/821-7746) 
eLLKatz1@juno.com or 
* president@ shaarzahav.org 
Vice President, Arthur Slepian 
Vice President, Jeffrey Sherman 
Treasurer, Gail Ludwig 
Recorder, Ray Bernstein 


Va’ad Board Members 
David Gellman (ex-officio) 
Marianne Balin 
Ron Edelman 


Leslie Kane Susan Lubeck 

Nancy Kates 25th Anniversary Committee, Sharyn Saslafsky 
Laura Lowe and Terrett Drake 

Ron Miguel UAHC National Liaison, Mike Rankin 


UAHC Regional Liaison, Daniel Chesir 
WCGLBJO Liaison, David Gellman 
Web and I.T., Drew Parker-Rose 


Drew Parker-Rose 
Karen Schiller 
Howard Steiermann 


Members wishing to contact any Va’ad member 
or committee chair are invited to obtain his or 
her number from the synagogue office. 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who is a Member of the Union of American Hebrew 
member of Sha’ar Zahay are ill in the hospi- Congregations and the World Congress of 
tal or at home, and would like to have a Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
member of the Bikkur Cholim Committee Jews 
call or visit, please notify the synagogue 
office 
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Donations 


Adult Education Fund 
Robert Cohen 
- in memory of Doug Porter. 


AIDS Fund 


Allan Berenstein 
- in memory of Tom Yazman. 


Bikkur Cholim Fund 


Allan Berenstein. 


Children’s Education Fund 


Barbara Becker 
-in memory of Robert Becker, Marty 
Becker and Reuven Closter. 

Allan Berenstein 
-in honor of Phyllis and George 
Mintzer's 60th anniversary. 

Judith Holiber 
-in honor of Anna Thi Stuart-Friedman. 

Mark Mackler 
-in honor of Mark Klaiman, Virginia 
Donohue and Quinn, Sydney, Liam and 
Johanna. 

Jeanette Nichols 
-in honor of Anna Thi Stuart-Friedman. 
-in honor of the naming of Gideon 
Quinn Talansky Bennett. 
-in honor of the birth of Naftali Bojdak- 
Yates. 


Steven Wiesner 
-in honor of Lilly Riskin's 
90th birthday. 


Fund for the Future 
Terrett Drake 


-in memory of Benjamin Kershner. 


General Fund 
Geraldine Barr. 
Dennis Berger 
-in memory of Samual Storman. 
Seth Charney. 
Paul Cohen 
-in memory of Arnold Weiss. 
Steven Elman. 
Nancy Epstein. 
Manny Fishman. 
Dan Halpern 
-in memory of Esther Halpern. 
Joe Hample. 
Judith Holiber. 


-in honor of Nicole Bloom on her new 


position at Alta Bates. 


Steven Horowitz 
-in memory of Michael Lipsom. 
Lisa Katz 


-in honor of Reuben Zellman’s and Dev 
Felder Noily’s acceptance into rabbinic 


school. 


We know why you live here. 


Let us make home ownership in San Francisco a reality for you. 


Experienced, friendly and responsive ta your needs and dreams. 
We work for you from initial search to closing and beyond. 


ne Ogu 
Pacific Guarantee 
Mortgage 


Real Estate 


A full service mortgage consultant. A full service realtor. 
An exceptional team for all your needs. 
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Rose Katz 
-in memory of Marvin J. Katz. 


Sadie Katz 
-in memory of Marvin J. Katz. 


Shirley Kodmur 
-in honor of Danny Kodmut. 


Jean MacLachlan 
-in memory of Mary-Jane Greve. 
Jeanette Nichols 
-in honor of Phyllis and George 
Mintzer's 60th anniversary. 
-in memory of Myrna Cherin. 
Terry Rose. 
Jeffrey Sherman 
-in memory of Reba and Phil Sherman. 
-in memory of Leon Alpers. 
-in honor of the birth of Naftali Bojdak- 
Yates. 
-in honor of the birth of Gideon Quinn 
Talansky Bennett. 
-in memory of Regina Schipper. 
Ruth Spiegel. 
Ilse Steirman 
-in honor of George Mintzer's 80th 
birthday. 
-in honor of the naming of Gideon 
Quinn Talansky Bennett. 


|e Comprehensive personal 
financial planning aligned 
with your progressive values 


* Dynamic, principled, small 
business consulting 


| ° Fee-only CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER” 
specializing in Socially 

Responsible Investments 


¢ Free initial consultation 


James A. Fracicn CER 
415.337.4566 


jf@shibboleth.com / 


Jim Frazin, CFP is an ineetnene 
om Advisory Representative of First 
GQ mes" Affirmative Financial Network, LLC, 
~~~ an independent investment advisory 
firm registered with the SEC. 


Miriam Stoll. 
Sanford Weinberg 
-in honor of Ron and Ruth Miguel's 


50th anniversary. 
i Wernick 
-in memory of Norma Faini-Pick. 
Andrew and Michele Williamson. 
Larry Wong 


-in honor of Joe Hample and our first 
anniversary. 


Ami Zusman. 
In-Kind 
Paul Cohen. 


Lonnie Weiss. 


Inclusive Liturgy Fund 
Batya Kallis. 


Mishkan Fund 


Stephen Hauptman 
-in memory of Kara Schwartz. 


Music Fund 
Jonathan Funk 
-in honor of Daniel Chesir. 


Andy Fyne. 


llan Berenstein 
-in memory of Agnes Schwartz. 


Bi. ‘s Discretionary Fund 


James Carlson. 
Jonathan Funk. 
Lisa Katz. 


HILLS OF ETERNITY MEMORIAL PARK 
Serving families of the Jewish faith since 1851 


Designated section for members of 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 


For information please call 
Stephen E. Weiner 
Director of Sales 


650/756-3633 


Joan Lefkowitz 
-in memory of Irving Lefkowitz. 
Phyllis Mintzer 
-in memory of Joseph French. 
Florence Nacamulli. 
Jeanette Nichols 
-in honor of Dev Felder Noily. 
-in honor of Ruben Zellman. 
-in memory of Helen Wiesner. 


Social Action Fund 
Allan Berenstein 
-in memory of Nancy Stern. 


Condolences 


Amy Scharf, on the death of her great- 
aunt, Vera Hoffman. 

Patricia Lin, on the death of her friend, 
Robert Stevens. 

Terry Fletcher, on the death of her 
friend, Diane Phillips. 

Lele and Rachel Field, on the death of 
their grandmother and grandmother- 
in-law, Jacqueline Walton. 


Greg Ramos, on the death of his mother, 


Yoland Deanne Pakin Medeiros. 
Nancy Shaw Halloran and Charlotte 
Rivka Halloran-Couch, on the 


death of their father and grandfather, 


Joseph A. Halloran. 
Building 
stable 


relationships 


Oneg, Flower and Childcare 


Sponsorships Ka 
4/4 XY) eA 
Bimah flowers were sponsored G re) 


by Don Fischer in honor J 
of Daphne Stuart, Lyssa 
Friedman and Anna Thi 
Stuart-Friedman. 

Oneg sponsored by Naomi Szoke in 
memory of Ilan Biederman. 

4/11 

Bimah flowers were sponsored by the 
Kesher Committee in honor of 
Julie Hansen for her work on the 
Social Directory. 

Oneg sponsored by Marianne Balin and 
Nora and Annie Downs in 
memory of Howard Balin. 

4/12 

Oneg sponsored by Cindy Icke in 
memory of Hyman Icke. 

4/18 

Oneg sponsored by Deena Lahn in 
honor of Mary Schroeder’s 
welcoming into the covenant. 

4/25 

Bimah flowers sponsored by Eileen 
Lynette and Char O’Neill in 
honor of their 29th anniversary. 

Childcare sponsored by James Carlson 
in memory of Jenny Tuzzolino. 


in our community... 
BONDS LIMITED, LLC uses a intl safe 
and comfortable process to bring together loving, 


Stable, same-gender companions committed 


to lifetime, monogamous relationships, 


Call us for a brochure 
or free consultation. 


LIMITED. LLC 


(415) 989.7162 - 


(707) 526.7172 


(408) 998.7162 
= (0311313 1162 


info@bondslimited.com 


(925) 682.1162 


one poe ia 
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Birthdays 1b up Nancy Windesheim Naches L | 
23 Deborah Agre GH UN 
Donald Abrams g NY) 22 Louis Hirschmann Dann kKatzand (es De \ 
Gabriel Tames 24 Tamhas Griffith Ari Rosenberg on 
Nina Wouk . 25 Dyan Dreisbach the birth of their son, Ezra Harris 
Asa DiGirolamo Klein 25 Steve Weiner 


Neil Silverzweig 
Terrett Drake 

Lea Salem 

Ora Prochovnick 
Hanya Barth 

Rick Crane 
Gregory Ramos 
Katye Gulley 
Ma'’ayan Barr Epstein 
Adina Barr Epstein 
Red Bennett 
Marianne Balin 
Brian Besser 
Barbara Becker 
Lucy Cefalu 

Laura Lowe 


26 Marc Lipschutz 

26 Michael Baldonado 
26 Brian Klein 

DH Amanda Littauer 
28 Lisa Katz 

28 Ezra Cattan 

29 Eve Meyer 

29 Emma Buchbinder 
30 Daryl Goldman 


Classifieds 


PSYCHOTHERAPY: 
A safe place to talk about life transition, 
relationship turmoil, emotional upheaval, 
existential crises... or simple, everyday 
concerns. Jody Reiss, LCSW (#15289). 


Rosenberg . 


Sari and Blake McConnell on the birth 
of their son, Jacob Kermit 
McConnell. 


Rina Prussin on having her poem 
“Hello Stranger” published in the 
April issue of Street Spirit. 


Jonah Levy on his acceptance to the 
Eastman School of Music, where he 
will study classical trumpet perform- 
ance. Jonah was also accepted to the 
summer orchestral program at The 
Eastern Music Festival and School in 
North Carolina. In addition, Jonah 
was the winner of the Young People's 


10 Daniel Chesir 

10 Claudia Bernard 

10 Rose Katz 

11 Annie Winters 

11 Eve Cohen 

11 Eric Johansson 

1 Susan Simpson 

12 Rachael Jablo 

13 Rachel Pruyn Goldstein 
14 Karen Golinski 

AS Kirk McDonald 

ILS} Steven Wiesner 

15 Zachary Shelton 

16 Shayna Prochovnick 
16 Nancy Levin 

16 Monica Levin 

16 Alan Karras 

16 Christopher Hornby-Finch 
7) Adam Bellm Kahn 
7. Wayne Bender 

19) Pieter De Haan 

18 Susan Lubeck 


415/401-9482 Symphony Orchestra Concerto 
Competition. 
HEBREW/TORAH TROPE 

INSTRUCTION: 

Private tutoring/groups. Over 100 

satisfied customers since 1999! 

Contact Kenny Altman at 415/379-9783, 

kennyaltman@earthlink.net 


Mary Schroeder on her entry into the 
covenant. 


Richard Stanley and Eve Cohen on the 
occasion of their aufruf and wedding. 


Amy Cunninghis and Karen Golinski 
on the addition of Daniel Caleb 
Golinski to their family. 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: 
Freezing & crashing? Changing comput- 
ers or OS? Want high speed connection 
but not sure how to get your computers 
(Mac and PC) to share internet, printing, 
files? We can help. Roslyn 510/526-1209 


Ron and Ruth Miguel, on the publica- 
tion of Gay Dads: A Celebration of 
Fatherhood, by their son-in-law, 
David Strah. David is the partner of 


POSSIBILITIES: Barry Miguel, a former member of 
I am a 46-year-old single, Jewish, gay CSZ. 


man. I would like to explore the possibili- 
ty of having a child with a single woman 
or lesbian couple. I am warm, profession- 
al, healthy, stable, kind and easy-going. 
George 510/658-0192. 


Ma'ayan Lieberman on her graduation 
from Smith College with a B.A. in 
Neuroscience and Psychology. 
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Vanessa Teplin 
Danny Givertz 
Michael Kurokawa 
Michal Goralsky 
Blake McConnell 
Larry Wexler 

Janis Portal 

Susan Mizner 
Eileen Levy 
Richard Sinkoff 
Micah Pruyn Goldstein 
Sarita Groisser 
Marc Wernick 


EXPERIENCED HOUSESITTERS 


Available July, August, September, and 
October. For the past thirteen years we 
have been housesitting in the Bay Area. 
We take excellent care of your home, ani- 
mals, and garden at no cost to you. Why? 
Because we left our hearts in San 
Francisco where our Sha'ar Zahav mem- 
ber son and his family live. Impeccable 
references. Please leave a message at our 
son's home (415) 255-2497 or at our 
home (561) 533-0464. Or e-mail Joyce 
and Syd at josyfish22@aol.com 


Raena Frohlich on having her poem 
“Imagine Me” selected for publica- 
tion in the California Poets in the 
School 2003 Anthology. 


Yahrzeits 


2 Mark Feldman 

8 Robert Nehemiah Mackey 

9 Duff Kreitzberg 
14. = Mirtha Beal & 
15 Barry Siegel 
16 ~—_ Richard Rath 


17 Joe Zygielbaum 
20 Bill Valentine 


